Epidemiology of childhood tuberculosis in a hospital setting.
Two hundred paediatric cases of tuberculosis were studied over two years. The children usually presented with fever, cough, weight loss or failure to thrive and pallor. The diagnosis was based on history, clinical examination, chest and other relevant radiographs, Mantoux test, erythrocyte sedimentation rate (ESR) and where necessary cerebrospinal, pleural and ascitic fluid examinations and lymph gland histopathology were done. The most commonly affected age group was between 2-5 years and pulmonary tuberculosis was the most frequent diagnosis followed by tuberculous adentitis.